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all that the word honour connotes in Europe; and
that the critics in question has given no sign as yet
of understanding either their own society or mine
intelligently. The point that I should find seriously
annoying would be their animadversions on the
position of women in India. To prove that these
can be very galling I need only say that in one
speech to which I listened I heard the following
thirteen statements made and supported: (1) That
the Hindu social system makes a pretence of honour-
ing women, but that this honour is more apparent
than real; (2) That women, in India are deliberately
kept in ignorance; (3) That women in India have no
place assigned to them in heaven save through
their husbands; (4) That no sacramental rite is
performed over them with Vedic texts; (5) That
certain absurd old misogynist verses, comparable to
the warnings against " the strange women " in the
Book of Proverbs, and representative of the attitude
of Hindu men to their women folk in general;
(6) That a girl at birth gets, a sorry welcome; (7)
That a mother's anxiety to bear sons is appaling,
" her very wifehood depends on her doing so; (8)
That the infanticide of girls is a common practice in
India; (9) That the Kulin Brahman marriage system
is a representative fact; .(10) That the parents un-
able' to marry off their daughters are in the habit of
marrying them to a god (making them prostitutes)